Each was given at the Cornell Medical School by an acknowledged expert, and the theme linking them is the emphasis on deficient knowledge and unsolved problems. The book opens with some thoughtprovoking remarks on the economics of replacement therapy for end-stage kidney disease, then moves on to a valuable discussion of the diagnosis of renal medullary disorders. There are three excellent dissertations on ammonia, sodium and calcium metabolism; none attempts a comprehensive review but tackles selected aspects in depth. That on hypercalcaemia is particularly appealing because it relates the disturbance of urinary concentrating mechanism to the structural abnormalities resulting from medullary calcium precipitation.
The seminar on glomerulonephritis is essentially a description of the various renal biopsy appearances encountered, providing little that is new and lacking any attempt to correlate the findings with the clinical aspects. Its main value is in its final words of caution to those who would exchange the prognostically useful morphological classification of glomerulonephritis for an oversimplified aetiological one based on animal experiments. There is an interesting discussion on the significance of urinary tract infection which, however, avoids reference to childhood, and the book ends with a useful resume of the conservative management of chronic renal failure.
Most workers in renal units, whether clinician or researcher, will find something of value in this book, which is particularly recommended for the biochemical topics. It is inexpensively produced, and, if read by artificial light, requires careful positioning to avoid unpleasant reflections from the glossy paper.
R. H. R. White
Nephrology. E. L. BECKER, H. O. HEINEMANN, and R. L. SHERMAN, Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1971, Pp. 129, £3·25 This little book comprises a collection of seven seminars on widely differing aspects of the kidney. 102
A Short Textbook of Chemical Pathology. D. N. BARON (3rd edn.). The English Universities Press, London, 1973, Pp. 247, £1·45. Prof. Baron has not only thoroughly revised the third edition of this established textbook, but has also added a brief introductory chapter on the history and principles of chemical pathology, and a new chapter on the haemopoietic system. He also has added two appendices. The first, on submission of specimens for analysis, makes many basic but important points. Would it were required reading for all ward staff! The second appendix, also new, explains the principles underlying S.I. units, followed by a section on 'normal values' in both conventional and S.I. units. These should be useful, though some of the ranges quoted in S.I. units suffer from decimalities-s-e.g. why 0.04 to 0.085 urnol/I for thyroxine, rather than the more convenient 40 to 85 nmol/l ? A similar comment applies to amino acids, amongst others.
The bulk of the book describes abnormalities of metabolism of chemicals, and biochemical consequences of disease of various organs. The principles of investigation, and the interpretation of tests are discussed. The teaching is sound, lucid, and up-todate enough to include, for example, reference to 1.25 hydroxycholecalciferol and lecithin/sphyngomyelin ratios in amniotic fluid, though there is no mention of T3 thyrotoxicosis.
Quibbles are minor. Whilst acids and bases are correctly defined, the statement, "Because of their variable sodium/chloride content, losses of body fluid may lead to disturbances of acid-base balance", harks back to an older terminology. It is not everyone's experience that as many as half the patients with primary hyperparathyroidism have a high serum alkaline phosphatase activity. Occasionally, the author could have pruned more ruthlessly, for instance, though he is careful to state that they have generally been replaced by newer tests, do B.M.R. and flocculation tests still deserve half a page each? Space saved might usefully have been devoted to a section on bile acid metabolism.
The new edition should make this book even more popular. That so much information is packed into less than 250 pages, is due to the clear, succinct style of writing. At £1·45 it is excellent value for money.
A. M. Bold
